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Ho Sau Ki School Poetry Writing Competition Rules and Guidelines  

Before you start writing the poem, first find the POETRY WRITING LESSONS on the 

school’s website that will help you to plan and write your poem.  

THEME: Covid 19:  

Your poem must tell the world about your personal thoughts, feelings, experiences and 

knowledge of news and the stories that you heard or read about the Covert 19 pandemic. 

(See Lesson 2, Poetry Writing Lessons on the school’s website for Steps to Take Before you 

Write)  
 

LENGTH OF POEM: The poem can be shorter  but must not be longer  

than 30 words for P.1-3 and one page or 100 words for P.4-6.  

 

FORMAT OF THE POEM: The poem must be broken into different verses with at 

least 2-4 or 5 lines in each verse or stanza. Verses or stanzas are the same as paragraphs. 

Lines are the same as sentences in a paragraph. Each line must not have more than 8-9 

words. Each verse must share the same idea. (Lesson 1, Poetry Writing Lessons will show 

you What Poems are made of and Lesson 2 will tell you what to do before you start writing).  

                 

STYLE OF THE POEM: You may write a rhyming poem with a rhyme scheme or a 

free style poem that has no ending rhymes. You can choose to use punctuation or not. (See 

lesson 4, where you can learn how to write a rhyme or a free style poem). 

 

DUE DATE:  

Your poem must be handed in to your class teacher on or before 8:10 a.m. on Wednesday 

23rdJuly, 2020.  



PLAGIARISM AND DISHONEST WRITING: 

 
Copying the poems that other people have written is a plagiaristic crime. Allowing or asking 

your parents to write a poem for you is dishonest. Your parents can help to explain these 

rules and answer any questions you may have when writing the poem but they cannot give 

their ideas about what to write, it must be your poem. If, your parents write the poem or a 

line or two of the poem for you OR if you use a line or stanza from another person’s poem 

your poem will be disqualified. 

BAD HANDWRITING:  

Your poem will be disqualified if you write too small leave no gaps between your words. 

Please try to use block letters and write neatly with a sharp dark pencil.  

 

OK TO MAKE MISTAKES: Rewrite your poem a few times and check for spelling 

errors. The poem that you hand in should not have spelling mistakes because you can 

always find the correct spelling of words in a dictionary or online, but don’t worry, other 

mistakes will be allowed.  We will, after you handed it in, work together to make the 

poem perfect for publishing. Find help with editing your poem in Lesson 5 of the POETRY 

WRITING LESSONS on our school’s website.  

 

 

Here is the complete list of lessons that you will find on the website: 

Introduction to Writing Poetry 

Lesson 1: What Poems are made of 

Lesson 2: Actions to Take Before you Write a Poem 

Lesson 3: Voice, Speaker and Tense 

Lesson 4: Improving your Poem 

Lesson 5: Rhyming and Free Style Poems     


